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A Preternatural Pandect— In Two Parts 
Part II 

(5) In a recent work on Latin synonyms 
and syntax, I note the following section : 
"Besides. 

Praeter, praeterquam, praeterquam quod 
are used respectively as preposition, adverb, 
and conjunction, to denote an addition or an 
exception. Occasionally (never, it is said, in 
Cicero) praeter is used also as an adverb ; e g, 
Sail Cat 36 2: praeter rerutn capitalium con- 
demnatis: Liv 4 59: ne quis praeter armatus 
violaretur". On the doctrine herein contained, 
I remark: 

(a) Praeter is used as each one of the parts 
of speech enumerated. 

(b) The use to which praeter is said to be 
"occasionally" put, here called adverbial, is 
conjunctional. 

(c) The "occasional" use does occur in 
Cic Att 5 3. 

(d) Praeterquam is never used as an ad- 
verb, but always as a conjunction, its relation 
to praeter (conjunction) being precisely that 
of the association assuming the business of the 
of irpiv fj to irpiv, which is identity by absorp- 
tion and supersession — the surviving member 
concern. Cf omission of quam after plus, 
amplius, etc, and of that with before, after 
(conjunctions) and except, against, relatives 
generally, where it anciently occurred, as well 
as after directly and (sometimes) immediately 
(Anglican conjunctions), where it has been 
absorbed and superseded. 

(e) Praeter is not used as a conjunction, 
but praeterquam takes its place, before prepo- 



sitional phrases, as in "Nullas eis praeterquam 
ad te et ad Brutum dedi litteras". 

The book in question is by no means alone 
in these general categories: no commentary, 
grammar, or lexicon known to me recognizes 
praeter as a conjunction; and yet that value 
in the instances under consideration is so ob- 
vious as to be unmistakable as well as indis- 
pensable, unless the category of conjunctions 
is to be abolished. Attention is invited to the 
following examples: 

(a) Habent insecta oculos preterque tactum. 

(b) Praeter se denos ad colloquium addux- 
erunt. 

(c) Religionum contemptor praeter unius 
deae. 

(d) Nullum monumentum postulo, praeter- 
quam huius diei memoriam. 

(e) Lusit, praeterquam Decembri mense, 
aliis quoque festis ac profestis diebus. 

(f) Senatus consultum facit uti pueri in 
curiam ne introeant praeter ille Papirius. 

Manifestly in (a) praeter is an adverb, as in 
(b) it is a preposition. In (c) its use cor- 
responds to that of praeterquam in (d) ; and 
no words ending in — quam are prepositions. 
Similarly in (e) (f) praeter and praeterquam 
correspond ; and there is no way of explaining 
the nominative ille Papirius except as the sub- 
ject of an omitted verb. There is no prac- 
ticable asyndeton by which praeter could as- 
sume the mere adverbial value of contrariwise 
or exceptionally; and, even if such asyndeton 
were practicable, it is just the abhorrence of 
crude asyndeton in the face of essential rela- 
tions that, out of bold paratactics, generates 
conjunctions to emphasize appropriate subor- 
dination — a conclusion enforced by our Latin 
synonymist's examples from Sallust and 
Livy. With our (d) we may compare Cic Arch 
XI 28, praeter hauc landis, where praeter 
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might well be held to exhibit a conjunctional 
value like praterquam, though the preposi- 
tional suggestion is unquestionably more im- 
mediate and obvious, and hence the more na- 
tural construction: of course, the general re- 
sult is the same in either interpretation. 

All these conjunctional uses would be more 
fully, but not more truly, expressed by the 
explication of quam, now absorbed and im- 
plicit, its displacement being already illus- 
trated: on the other hand, the cited uses of 
praeterquam would equally permit the absorp- 
tion of quam, praeter alone surviving, as in 
cruciatus effugere morte, praeter (quam) ho- 
nesta, etiam lent possum. But praeter without 
quam seems never to have progressed far 
enough to conjoin propositions, as praeter- 
quam may do ; and praeter alone could hardly 
replace praeterquam in Videris facere praeter- 
quam res te adhortatur tua. The nearest 
praeter gets to full subordination is in Nullas 
acceperam litteras praeter quae mihi binae 
simul in Trebulano redditae sunt, with which 
may be compared Neque praeterquam quas 
ipse amor molestias habet addas, where 
praeterquam has as little subordinating force. 
In point also is unum praeterquam quod te rogo 
faxis cave, where quod is not the correlative 
to be below included, as shown in "omnes mihi 
labores fuere leves praeterquam tui carendum 
quod erat". 

(6) If praeter is formally a comparative, 
prae too is essentially comparative in signifi- 
cation, like pro and the other adverb-preposi- 
tions that generate adjectives only or chiefly 
of the comparative and superlative degrees — 
the positive adjectives derived being in all 
these cases, where existent, more rarely used. 
Accordingly, as we have praeterquam, so we 
have also praequam and proquam; we have 
prae quod as we have praeter {id, Mud) quod; 
and we have superquam quod as well as 
praeterquam quod. 

Praeter (id, Mud) quod, meaning beside(s), 
carries both the inclusive and the exclusive 
value of praeter; though for the former value, 
in addition to the fact that, praeterquam quod 



is commoner, and for the latter, except for the 
fact that, nisi quod is more usual, just as' nisi 
si is more frequent that praeterquam si 
(Nisi for praeter occurs only after negatives). 
Praeterquam as a full subordinating conjunc- 
tion means farther than, introducing an action 
transcending the limitations of the main verb ; 
whereas praeter quam quod introduces an ad- 
ditional fact: the former is essentially sub- 
ordinate, the latter is really an independent 
statement : the former involves, like all com- 
paratives, a negative of degree, the latter in- 
volves at most a negative expectancy of the 
stated addition: the former may be illustrated 
by quae praeter sapiet quam placet parentibus, 
implying minus placet parentibus: the latter is 
seen in sinistris, praeterquam quod conferti- 
ores steterunt, repentino consilio consults ad- 
ditae vires. (The other assigned meanings 
of praeter are confined to its prepositional use.) 
(7) At the risk of modifying the plea 
T&ua & tud, I must add, as the sole reference 
to the point of my present contention, that I 
have just noted, long after these views were 
matured and supplied, the following words 
in Key's Latin Grammar : "In the sense except, 
praeter may be used like a conjunction, so as 
to be followed by a noun in the same case as 
the preceding noun". If this gives him basis 
for the claim dnav evpovrog epyov, I shall not 
exclaim Pereant isti qui ante nos nostra dix- 
erint, but congratulate myself on this oppor- 
tunity to honor one of the few recent gram- 
marians worthy to be named with Madvig, 
Curtius, Donaldson, March, Fischer and Gil- 
dersleeve. Caskie Harrison 
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